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LET TER | . 


N 9 UR wretched, diſmal, and deplo- 
FE D rable Candities; is the melancholy 
N and ſad Occaſion of this Letter to 
Dad you my Fellou-Creatures: In which, 
i hall honeſtly and ſincerely endeavour to lay 
before you the Cauſe of almoſt all that blah 
and 4 Train of Evils, which haye con- 
ſtantly rendered the Generality: of .our Species 
in all Ages, and in almaſt all Nations, more 
g unbapf⸗ than the Beaſts of the Field. 
4 
Tus Earth, contrived anddeſi Ke ESC te 
by our Maker, for a pleaſant and — Habi- 
tation for his Creatures in general, and (accord= 
ing to the Appearances of Things) for as. in 
| particular, has long been, and ſtill continues 
to be; a dreadful Scene of Blood and Violence, 
and all Manner of Miſery, Calamity, and Con- 
fuſion; ſo as to tender it much more like a 
Place of Torment and ſevere Retribution; than 
a valuable Inheritance, or the Gift of a gracious 
ere 0 Creator; whole Goodneſs and Be- 
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- peas towards us, ſo plain ad P kent 
\ In his conſtant Care over us, and bountiful Pro- | 
viſion for our Comfort and Happineſs, has 
been ſo far fruſtrated, as to render our Conti- 
muance in this World hardly worth wiſhing 
for. Being here below is become to Malti 
tudes of Men worſe than being nothing; and 
indeed Annihilation, tho ſo ſhocking to think 
on, and ſo difagreeable to our Nature, is really 
'preferable to the n of Thoufands. 


I Dow' T- povlend to be a great Hiſtorian, 
ook however, U have read enough of Towns 
and Cities burnt to Aſhes, of Kingdoms and 
Nations depopulated, ruined, and laid waſte, 
dy the Ravages and Barbarity of blood y minded 

Men — I have read eech of the Sufferings 
-and Afflictions of poor innocent Men, Women, 
and Children; deprived of Liberty, and every 
Comfort of Life, by the Cruelty and Oppreſſion 
of unmerciful Tyrant] have read enough of 
. wickedPrieſts, and the Pranks they have played 
in the World, and the improbable Stories they 
- have told about God Almighty. and the World 
to come; with the horrid Conſequences of 
either believing or not believing their human 
Creeds: —I ſay, I have read enough of theſe 
« Things, and heard: enough of the Diſeaſes, 
- Diſaſters, Troubles, and Afflictions of my 
- Fellow-creatures, and ſeen Hoſpitals, Jails, 
"8 Gallows ſufficient to convince me, that the i 
teſt Part of ourForefathers were, and that we 
ill are, miſerable above all other Creatures 
© upon Earth, 3 8 8 | WITAIn 
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2 Gt : 
ing, 1 have hed the Man: and Satife; 

faction to mett with a Hiſtory: of any one 
Time ſince the Creation, in which I could find 
Mankind in general, were! any thing near 
being in their right Senſes. Out of the Mul- 
. of Men e haye ſacceeded: one ano- 
ther upon this Globe, tis certain there have 
been but few, very few indeed, who have 
beem qualified for the Government of their own: 
Lives, and Direction of their own. Actions: 
Whatever Men have known of other Things, 
they haye always known ſo little of themſelves, 
that they have been driven by a Set of inge 
Ideas, in a very ſtrange Manner, through this 
World hither and chicher; like Chaff before 
the Wind. If Hiſtory in general hath not 
very much miſrepreſented "Things, the Gene, 
rality of oue Forefathers were almoſt, continu» 
ally diſhonouring human Nature, and a ont+ 
ing and in Effect vilifying the God of Nature 
bimſelf. Not that they were conſtantly troub: 

ling themſelves about their Maker (nay, ſomes: 
times they quite forgot him, Which 1 
was better than abuſing, under a Pretence of 
ſerving him) for it muſt be owned ma _ : 
it their principal Buſineſs to — 
kill and: CE. one another, 
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2958. Eating and drinking „ ſleeping, | pro- 
| viding for the Back” and 1 Belly, Sr. has 


been, without Doubt; the chief on of the 
ives of MilKonsi of Men, But then there 
ive been à few Men and Women of generous | 
and worthy Minds, who made it the princi- 
pal Buſineſs of their Lives to remove the Mi- 


feries, and to Alle viate the Burdens of their poor 


afflicted Fellow-ereatures; the good Will of 
whoſe benevolent Hearts was never limited 
by any of the little narrow Diſtinctions com- 
mon atorig Men, but flowed (like Goodneſs 
from above) to every Man and Woman upon 
the Face of the Whole Earth. Theſe few Stu- 
ders and Teachers of Truth, Remiovers of 
Miſery, Promoters of Happineſs, and Pet ſua- 
ders to Piety and Virtue, when or where=evet 
they lived, let tHerh be had In everlaſting Re- 
meinbrance as the peculiar Favourites of Hea⸗ 
ven, and the beſt 6f Friends to Men! But there 
52 been but few of theſe in any y Age, _ 
therefore Mankind has always been very un 

happy; for the Happineſs of Men was and F 
rally in Proportion to their is and 
thet Miſery to heir Wiekedneſß. J 


Now thirſt, tho' T 2: oven 27s > Tor 


ray with Gods or Angels, tho I can work 
o amazing and ſtupendous Miracles; tho“ 1 
no Claim to the Influences and Inſpirations 


of any aper or and aroifible Being, yet 1 hope 


you Will grant tie the ſtricteſt Attention to 
Whit J am going to fay; becauſe the Matter, 


YE, 


7 9 1 5 
of wittich. 1 am about to ſpeak, * of the uid OE 
en to all Mankind. 1 
Fpas St 3: 3 Vis TO, 5474 * tf 
„Piber 1 will yenture te lay it Gon as 
certain Truth, that the Miſerien and Ble, 
under which Gut Species has ſo Jong ſulfered, 
are almoſt all of them the hatural Cantequonce 
of a Miſapplication of Faculties; I fay, a Miſ- 
application of our Faculties, in f dur 
Minds to ramble in an unreſtrained Mamum 
among Objects in genetal of all Sorts ond Kinds: 
ot fixing on improper Objecta, and neglecting 
thoſe that are proper; this has always beer the 
real Cauſe of the tion of dur. Hearts. 
This I firmly believe occaſioned the Ruin of 
the firſt Man and Woman; this 1 believe hay 
always been the Ruin of Mankind, and fill 16 
the Foundation of almoſt all eur Afflicttions 
and it ever will be fo till we learn mare fete: 
or were we to live here on Earth a thoufatid 
Cehturics, we could ndt be otherwiſe than ti 
ſerable till we are wiſer in this Fartitula Can 
he who has duby furveyed his Fellow- 
to ſee what they make che Buſineſs of their 
Lives: and dhily Bmployrbeat - "gan be who 
has taken a general View of Objects and obe 
ſerved how murh we have to dowitk , 'and 
bow little with-otbersy can the whb-knaws we 
are differently furniſhed with Ideas according 
to che Objects we converſe with, and that ithe 
1255 in our Minds arg the Cauſe of all we dof 
tay, can he who has well remarked 


former Things, and knows nn, 


Te 6 di 5 | 
der at oür Confuſion?! I think nat.! IT we 
conſider theſe Things thoroughly, we may plain. 
ly perceive,notonly the Cauſe and Origin of Evil; 
but ſhall al ſo have a clear Proſpect, which Way 


Deliverance may come from the Troubles and 


Afflictions which have attended our Species, 
Seen ns Creation Gown to e aly 972 
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1 A* 10 fully en not only of tho 
Being of a God, but alſo of his Goodneſs and 
Benevolence to Men, that I make no Doubt 
at all, but that when he created Man, he ful- 
ly. forewarned him of the ſad Conſequence 
and fatal Effect of a careleſs and incautious 
| Application of his Faculties to all Objects in 


general, without Regard to the — or evil 


Influence and Effect they would have upon his 
Mind. The Reaſon of my thinking ſo is, I 


find the Liberty of Man conſiſts ſolely in the a 


Power he has of directing his Faculties among 
Objects, and ordering his Ideas. I don't be- 
gin with theſe great Subjects of Liberty and 


— as 32 — the beſt Perfor- 


mances and [fineſt Writings of the greateſt 
Men that ever lived (for whom I hope L ſhall 
ever retain a proper Eſteem, for 3 4 ſincere 
Endeavours to root out Errors, | eſtabliſh 
Truth, and to enlighten the World), but 
1 cannot think _ yy did many irons 
Things) that theſe important Subjects ren 
I am about to ſ ve ever — 


ſo clearly baer and perfectly extricated 
from Perplexityrand —— which 
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Jo nearly concern us ſhould really. have been, 


Nothing but ſuch a Perſuaſion, and full Aſſu- 
rance of the great Importance of theſe Things 
to us, added to the ſincere Affection þ have for 
you (to whom I own by the Ties of Nature 
an univerſal Relation) ſhould ever have induced 


me to attempt a yet clearer Account of what 


are generally repreſented as the moſt obſcure 
and abſtruſe Subjects in all Philoſophy or 
the learned Part of the World for ſo many 
Ages. However, | tis not worth 7 while, at 
this Time of Day, to make many Apologies 
for Writing; at worſt, it will be only addin 
one Book to the Number of that Sort, whi 
if collected together would make a Mountain 
of Rubbiſh: Tho whenever the World is (wept, 
if mine ſhould appear to belong to that Heap, 
I hope it will be committed to the Flames dr 
the Dunghill among the reſt; Jeſt I ſhould -. 
be remembered hereafter -in a wiſer Age, in 
— which, upon ſuch 'T erms, I had much 5 2 
be forgotten. But to proceed, that there ate 
a Multitude of Things that, fall or may. fall 
naturally under our Notice, being by their 
Natures and Manner of exiſting. within the 
. Reach of our Faculties; that there is an in- 
finite Variety of Things within the Co paſs 
of our Perceptions, (by the Senſes, Powers, ad 
Abilitics, it has pleaſed our Maker to furniſh 
us with) I think no Man in his Senſes will 
deny. Our own daily Experience, and Con- 
ſciouſneſs of the vaſt Variety of Things we 
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| _ tance : by being employed about the 


fol 


think of, will warrant this Aﬀertion, that our 


Every Man, en awake, muſt 10 em- 


ployed after Ole Manner or other, for-it is 


not in his Power (while awake) to ſet aſide all 
- ObjeRts and to think of nothing. The real Beau- 
ty of Life, and the great Art of living well, 
conſiſts in conductin g ourſelves, by a parti- 
eular Application of our Faculties to peculiar 
or proper Sorts of Objects; ſo as to fix upen 
the riglit Thing with Attention equal to its 


N bing, we are Sammeln delivered from 


| 22 which is wrong, what we act or em 
| being Popes or in train. 


SEEINGE * we are l aid con- 


tlantly attended with a Mlultitude of Objects, 


and that we muſt be employed when awake 
after ſome Manner or other among theſe Ob- 


; the Difference in Things, and their ſe- 


veral Relations to us, ſhould always be a pecu- 
liar Reaſon for a particular Application of our 
Faculties to one Thing rather than another ; if 
we experience in ourſelves a Power ſo to do: 
never forgetting that we are differently fur- 


niſhed with Ideas, according tothe different Ob- 

jects we converſe with; and that the Ideas in 
our Minds are the Cauſes of 0 our voluntary 
Actions. And, 
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"A I muſt be Ca | 
niatk, and I beg you will be n 
Iotice, That if aur Actions denend upbm otir 
Ideas and our Ideas upon dur :Mbjefts; or the 
Things on which weithink; pee af. 
cation of Faculties to Ohjects, is à ſufficient 
oundation hereon to buiſd (according ta the 
Uſe we make of ſuch à. Liberty) — true 
and ſuhſtantial Happineſs or all this Unkapplt. 
neſs, Calamity and Affen of a miſerabe 
and diſortleted World: And imer, as little ds 
this Thing las been regarded bynů,᷑ Pole. 
fathers, arid ſtill is regarded by ourſelves; Ny. 
ing in this Particular is ſufficient not only: to 
ruin one particular Man, or any on Nation, 
but all Nations upon Earth; and if there wore 
a thouſand Worids, of ſuch» Creatures as 
really are, it would naturally, neceſfarily and 
unavoidably ruin and deſttb tliem all. Of 
the right Vſe and Abuſe of this Eibettys i have 
many Things to ſay by and bye;Jomevt which 
andy; teem out of the common Road of Reflec. 
e I mnt now proceed; as dhe Nature M 
the Caſe requires, to examine whether un 
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2 ſuch a Liberty or not. 
K 1 eee hn 
- T1e-witha grotdeal of Pleadure aid S 
tisfaction, thatiÞ-petcove: thisiiknonjp Riddle, 
which dn in e perphexed the Workd, is a 
Matter off the plaineff ienee ; whiclewere 
I::to-compiart' tov any it»ſhvuld be to 


damething: after Which wð˙¹'r are Woking: at u 
el | C Ns Diſtance, | 


FR SS : 4 

Foe 9 40. 

9 = -- Fn at the ame . that i it ſtands 

| BS * no Man cad. ever Hap delten * 

1 of . [ons br have msec any Diſ- 

5 any Man;who has the Uk 
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r he can 


aw, 
— the Ln f 
he dan, if he will or 
and che may have-fuch Ideas 38 re ne- 
ceſſury to cauſe ſuch a Vohtion, and therefore he 
anay war pleaſe.” To ſay the Ideas of Senſation 
and Reflection offer themſelves to us, whether 
e xxill or no, and chat we cannot reject them, 
is not trot) nd Dbtulars: ix fray be true, 
_ [that all the Ideas af Man has, are the Ideas of 
op or Reflection, or m. from thence, 
and that he cannot help havi ing ſome of theſe 
always when awake; but to direct the Sort and 
Order, is in his Fower- This Liberty, tho: ſo 
bite, i. enough to Le or rain a whole 
n FF or TDD it # +I 
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WE we unter a Nac of having 2 
2 A Number 3 Sort of Ideas, 
4 nee e c others, 
and wee there alſo a: tha al our 
arſiſtable Force, and 
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Ciniſes: - "This. View buf ourſeluch mag Jens 
nich us with wor Things, For: — 4 


Man, that may b. WW 
and be what we woes ate. Y 
State of every Man's Mind rx oY 
Stock of Ideas, and the On. IE 


Will be always in Perfection in ti F 5 
— Prudence and Diſcretion in Regard Cn — xY 
— That we -ſhould'.always e 
. tBRR 8 
leſt we permit ſach Ideas tobe Cauſes vrhich WI 
as ſure as they are Catiſes, have an Effect pres 
judicial to, and deſtructive of dur els. 
on tho” there is no Neceſhity whe fs, t 3 
Cauſes, yet if we permit them to be ſo, ; 
will have their on natural — W 
will be for ever aſtet, in many Caſes, | 
our Power to teverſe. Did not our 7 . 
dition, and the Nature of Things weck us B 
that Time and Deliberation are; 2 5 
form true Notions and exact: Judgrictts of N 
Things; yet ane would think, 4 
between cautious Men, and Men who act in- 
advertently, might convince us all of wn 8 
of Precipitancy, and the many Ae 
tages of Suſpen Gon, till we can tel E 2 
how far Things will promote, or Benet with 
our ane in particnlar. Caſes; Cautichp 
Men, plain enough, are genetally the. 
bapit Me ice. Reaſon of Kirke 
4 | C2 gn 
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Reaſon, Pleaſures and Pains have al 
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Meere den . too long aVoy 
and the Paſſage from _ — to 
e 1 rilous, to go with- 
out an Anchor; he that will not TI 
caft Anchor in the Dark, will be driven by his 
Faſſions upon the Rocks and Sands of Life, 
and be in Danger of Deſtruction: For, Self. 
love is too — a Principle, too well fixed in 
and interwoven Sth our Nature, ever to ad- 
mit of the leaſt Space in Life void of a ſteady; 
eager, carneſt and ſincere e, after. that 
Ach we eſteem our Happitiels; for which 


Power, in Proportion to their Degrees of Tos 
tenſeneſs, and the Condition of our Minds, to 
determine us in our Choice or Rejection of 
Things, For the Sake of illuſtrating 


wy 
Meaning, let us ſuppoſe A and B to be two 


icular Things, one of which is the 
Fe evil; one of which I am Kah es 


chooſe; the other to reject. Upon n 2 gl 
View, A appears to me to be good, and B not 
to be 7 if therefore I chooſe while I think 
fo, I chooſe A; but if I remember what 1 


really am (which I ſhould never forget) a = 


ing, determined in my Choice by the A 
ance of Good, but liable to be miſtaken in the 
Thing, and to take that to be Good which is 
pot ſo; I fay, if I remember this, and (in order 
that I may not be eee reſolve to exa- 
mine into the rea Nature, Value, and parti» 
cular Relations of A and B to me; if on Ex- 
inden find ö 


8145 eri, : 
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1513 1 

evil; if 1 chooſe then, I hooſs-B; Wite 1 
thus to examine into the Natures f A and B, 
till I had changed my judgment ef them 
twenty Times, yet whenever 1 hooks, 5 chops. 
that which-at the Inſtant of chooſing; appears; | 
to me to be good. Thus tho God is cons. © 
ſtantly followed, and Evil cannot be endbmced, 
but under the Appearance of Good, yet we ſee 
here is a plain Account of Unt is either 
A or B may be choſen; and indeed it is al- 
lowed by the Contenders for:Neoeffity, that a 
Choice before! or without Deliberation, map 
err anda Choice after or with Delibera 
tion, may be quite another; but then itis graritefl 
wich this particular Aſſertion, thata — 
Way is equally: neceſſary, and: that god = 
bad Reaſons, haſty or deliberate 

make no 8 This ſhews plainly — 
Neceſſity contended for is founded upon & 
— that he that choſe before or with. 
out Deliberation, had not Power 1oideliberate; 
but was neceſſitated to chopſe then; at that Inv | 
ſtant; and he that choſe after Deliberation, had 
not Power to chooſe before, but was neceſſi · 
tated to ſuſpend chooſing till after Deliberation, 
Theſe are very different Neceſſities indeed ; he 
that is under the latter, has; I think, little Rea» 


fon 20-rapipheing eee, 


to do what every Man muſt do; who makes . * 


a right Uſe of his Liberty, ſuppoſi him to 
be a free Being ; But he that ihe for. 


mer, in this woeful World, would have great 
Dun to * that he Who * 
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Practice, more or leſs, that if a Man 


114 * 


be pleaſed tõ put an End to his Being. But this 


uncomfortable Doctrine ſeenis rather an Ac- 
count how Men do act, 'than how they might 
or ſhould act. This ſeems naturally to lead us 
to inquire, Whether a Man is unavoidably 
determined, in every point of Time, to do that 


| one Thing he does or not. 


box the Thing 5 be 0 it wil, I 5 
poſe the the i to be yoluntary, which by the 
poſes -a Volition to precede the 
Action; 25 Volition is the Effect of ſome 
Idea, or Ideas, i in the Mind of the Agent. Now, 
tho it has been aſſerted, and the World has 
been poſitively told, by one of the greateſt 
Philoſophers, That the Ideas of Senſation and 
Reflection offer themſelves to us whether we 
« will or no, and that we cannot reject them; 
* and that this firſt neceſſary Action (as tis 
6 call'd; tho very improperly)-is the Founda- 


e tion and Cauſe of all the other intelligent 
ec Actions of Men, and makes them alſo ne- 


< ceſſary: Yet, Men have found by Experience, 
and — univerſally acknowledged it, by their 
propoſes 
to underſtand any particular Art or Science, 
he muſt make à proper Application of his 
Faculties to that particular Art or Science, or 
he will never underſtand it. Indeed there are 
ſo great, ſo many, and ſuch wonderful Things, 
attainable: by Application, and fo little to be 
done without it, and ſuch a ſurpriſing difference 
= Men made by it, 1 46: — ſomething 
very 


* 


* 


| = notkings in the Mind of the greateſt Meta-. 5 


Application of his Faculties to, or deſignedly ” 
ſtudied anyparticular Science, with-an-Intentidn 4 


tra 175 1 ne. 
5 abſurd to infinuate Aeg lch alt | 
Were I to tell a Neceſſitariam that there 


hyſician or Mathematician that” ever live 
— Collection of ſimple Ideas, of Senſation and 
Reflection; juſt as they were intruded; and that 
the wiſeſt Man that ever lived never made am 


to underſtand it; but that all his 
and every beautiful Trutli he Aiſcoyer d, arole 
out of the fortuitous Concourſe of theſe Atoms 
of the Mind, juſt as they chanced to dance toge 
ther there, without the trouble of 2 
ing, Abſtracting, or Ordering them; I 
ſhould I tell him fo; I fancy, he would qui 4 
think, I intended nothing more or leſs by ſa 

a Story, than to ridicule his idle Abſurdity: <= . 
We know very \well that there are ſome Ideas 
duch as of Light, Sounds, &c. which offer 
themſelves. tot us all, and are common to all; 


Whô have no defret in the Organs of Senſe: But 


ſurely we are not therefore to ſuppoſe we come 
by al that our Minds are capable of, in the 
ſame eaſy, inactive Manner. Aubry Man, . 
common Abilities, is capable of knowing that 
the three Angles of a Triangle are equal to two 
right ones; but III venture to ſay, no Man 
ever knew it, ot perceived their Equality, withs 
out taking dome Pains. The fame might be 


ſaid not-only'of Lines and Figures in many Par- 


ticulars, but alſo of Morality, and of all Arts and 
Sciences, I will not ſay a great deal e this 
ect Head, 
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key, ſo our J 


may obtain or come to be in Faſhion, true Rei 


5 1 1 
"Head, betanſe the P L am — 
apainb. ib too: be need it. 


it Seins ſonething like inſulting the oe to 
'fhew all the: Ablurtitiesos 4 Thing which be- 
leve was never maintained but through I 
ratico: or Forgetfulneſs. A Man muſt either 
know: nothing of the Nature of eo and 
abftrat-Ideas and Bufine6 of his : Mind! with 
them, art haue forgot theſe Things, before He 
could: ſuppoſe thoſe few: Ideas of Senſation ant 
Reflection, which offer themſelves to us whe» 
ther we wil or no, were alli the Ideas it was 
poſſible fur us to have; and that therefore: all 
our Actians muſt be nereſſary. is certainly 
impoible:to bera Fataliſt; withoutbeing i igno- 
rant of human Nature. And har upon this 
Occaſion I cannot forbear obſerving, dat a a dur 
ce of this Kind is the Canſe of Pata» 
e of God and; ourſelves is 
the Foundation of all our religious Abſurdities, 
and of the little Tricks and Pranks ſo often 
played among us, which go under the Name 
of Devotion. AndT Il venture to ſay, whats 
ever Mode of Faith or Form of Govertiment 


ligion and Virtue ſhall never flouriſh and proſper 


among Men, Men ſhall never be happy; till 


theſe two, Things are a little better under ſtood. 


For though we are all of us under the Domi- 
nion of Self. Love, yet we can none of us form 
a true Notion of Happineſs, without a tho 
rough Hhowledge of ourſalves: We, cannot 
govern; our on Lives, and; direct aur oπ]˙nn 


GA | Actions 


11 
Adden in the beſt Manner; without aQting 
under a Conſciouſneſs of 1 ITY really 
ave} nor reaſonably nd to. 4 
whoſe Attributes mer, N BY. 


to return, The mighty "Fortreſs I have heen 
: g is built upon this Foundation, vis, 
The paſſive State of our Minds with regard 0 
the Percep tion of Ideas. But the experiencing in 
— a 2 of applying _— — to. 
Objects, and knowing -moreover the great 
Difference there is (with e 
Ideas, and retaining Ideas in the Mind) between 
a heedleſs, r 
Repetition ſuch Obſervations as are madle by 
an inquiſitive Mind, with the cloſeſt Attention: 


(together with what was mentioned before) 
ſeems to me ſufficient 10 build and _ 
the Liberty of Man, or our: u 
ſecure, inconteſtable, and an immoveable Fou No 
dation, never to be ſhaken; and which L duft 
will and for over, in Oppofltion to this Fata- 
lity, which has no other Foundation than a 
22 that we — none FOE om 


Bur. dul f os an this 
whether a Man is unavoidably determined, in 
r 
he does or not, t ſeems very proper to W e 
and explain what I —— 
That all our Iss aotCurl: 83 _ Err 
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Theknowing;Iſay,andexperiencing theſe Things 
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5 cate mt attended with a Degree of : Pleafife er 

> WM rd = ren determine the Mind, or in 
ether Words, to cauſe à Volition. How 


nuch Ideas being Cauſes or not Cauſes, muſt 


* —— upon our Power of Application, I ſhall 
13 pw Babes in the. next Place to make appear; 
: which I think will ſet aſide that poſitive; but 
| poor Aſſertion, that every Cauſe is a nece! 

1 Cauſe. Good; even the greateſt 

{ that which is really and truly good, may not 
f appear to be ( to him who has never exammed 
[ into the real Nature of that particular Thing: 
7 By a proper Application and Examination it 
may, as in all Probability it will, appear to him 
1 to be good; it is the Appearance which deter- 
j mines us, and Appearance depending upon 
ö and being as various as Application, it demon- 
J ſtrates how much the Determinations! of our 
| Minds muſt. depend upon the Uſe we make of 
{ our Faculties. Appearance I ſay is that alone 
| which determines us, for were we determined 
| by nothing but the real Good or Evil of Things, 
; we could not mils of true and ſubſtantial Hap- 
| pineſs; but being determined by Appearance, 
i without Examination, we have no Security. in 
 _ the Nature of Things for the greateſt Part of 
5 we ComborTard Fiagpined i n is World.” ! 
3 Tux bare Polibilit of Thing . 
it - to us to be what iy of not, ngs aye wich 
' this Conſideration, that we are determined by 
{ Appearance, ſhould methinks not only con- 
ö vinoe 1s all of ä — 4 
1 F partial 


ft. 19 +. ; 
Inquiry into the real Natite ang Truth 


of Things, but alſo incline us to great Tenders. 
neſs, — Kindneſs} and univerſal Chas 
rity towards each ather, how widely ſoever!we 
may differ in our Judgnients: ou en of: 
many Things. n 
Vo „ue 0 10 OONBRA as 
<a in that Mind of Man 
is conſtituted either of one Particular, or a 
certain Number of Ideas, When the Appear- 
ance is ſuch, as to determine the Mind to act, or 
cauſes a Volition, that Idea or thoſe Ideas are 
faid to be a Cue. That ſuch à Cauſe cannot 
be a neceſſary Cauſe, muſt needs! appear Ve 
plain to him he remembers that the 
Power of Application (which I conten every 
Man has, and which ought always to be exert- 
ed under a Conſciouſneſs of being what he 
really is) ſhews: the plain Poſſibility of intro- 
— different Ideas into the Mind; and con- 
ſquently, ififferent Ideas different N 
and different Actions. Tis plain there is no 
Diſpute between the Necgſitariam and — 
ers for Liberty, about che natural or Phy ical 
Power of acting: The formet own, a Man 
can act ſuch and ſuch particular T hings, if he 
wills or pleaſes; but they ſay he can will or 
pleaſe no ather than he does will or pleaſe; the 
Subſtance of which in other Words \dsrhas3 
If a Man performs a voluntary Action, it can 
not. be a free Action, becauſa he could have nd 
ther Volition than: what he then had: The 
Falſhood of. which Aſſertion manißeſtiy de- 
2 92 . * 
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| | Cauſes, are ſo far from being necgſury Canſer, 


21 
pends; upon the Impo 


ſnibility of ! 
other Aras into the Mind of E Rich 
1 might conſtitute a different Appearance, and ſo 


| cauſe a different Volition. I have endeavoured 
m the Coutſe of this Letter to prove the plain 
i Poſſibility of theſe Things, and .conſequenthy: 
4 

1 the Falſhood of the foregoing Aſſertion, by 
1 ſhewing, its certaih and evident Dependahce 
[f] upon our general Power of Application; and 
1 upon this Principle Ill venture to aſſert; thiat in 
a Multitude of Caſes, thoſe. Ideas which-ars 


chat they might have been a Canes tbe 
nay, in many Caſes they might not ns 
H much as in the Mind of the Agent, 


Ii A | 4g wot 


-; 1 CANNOT. think of any  ObjeQior to this 


Poctrine, without benin to tlie old Aſſertion 

cC.eor I cannot call it an Argument) that the Ideas 
I! of Senſation and Refledicnare all intruded 
it us; and that theſe are the only Ideas we have or 
6 ean have in our Minds; which is miſerably 
f ing the Queſtion, | and affirming it is ſo, be. 
| cans it it is ſo; a Thing in its own Nature very 
bf r we I _ mente om 


{Nt geredet Ir a 


0 I por babe e Bes, of bee 
=. may attend the I have made uſe of 
9 I have endeavoured however tointroduce then 
in the moſt familiar Manner to your: Unders 
ſtandings. I there are any Difficultics: ſfill 
l Tam I * 0 | 


> 4 


1 ar 
be all removed hereafter; What yet 
ſaid of the right Uſe: and Abuſs!:ofr7 than Elf 
berty I have been contendihgzfor; perhaprage 


add alittle more Light and Strength« to fer 
ſeen n Dr 


Fhings as may 
En Site ad, | ge E 

I te eic noqu iomv 

Tur ola ad ie Nofloniofhanins 

Bess, is now ſo-univerfally 


ſhalb venture to affirm, 
ſitation or Scru 
World with: unt Minis; wifurtiiſhed Wien 
and perfectly void of all Ideas cke 
of any ching, either good or cu. Me ad 
then, If I may {0 ſpeak; Jult as we cafe 668 
of the Hands'of o FR pure; 
finleſs; ſpotleſs, innocent, and dein“ _ 
Minds. Land dt a vile: and vaio | 

any Man to try to mend or ed 
Works of him who! is. 
mighty; and che utmoſt- 
not an Impiety to pretend to waſh 2 


hy in the World will tene —— tht" tis 
the the high Pirch 0 of human Pradenes,W 


that clean Wie 
Airnighny has —— 5 and te f up the 
blank, unima 46d nad with hoekianif 1d. 


and — of che oN nehle 
mioſt excellent F 


ts the World, E mean the N 


ſelves. This is chat Science, without GE | 
Lame can at bet bar blunder” Gg te 
World. 


. that 
the leuſt Hen 
we are born intô 'this 


—.— 
17 — | 


cleaner than God has made it. The beſt Phi- 
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Wand This: is that Science, which, — 


ſtudied, would ſdon make us happier than our 


Species has eyer yet been. This is that Science 


which ſhall make the firſt Nation or P 


that ſhall ſtudy and underſtand it, the wiſeſt, 


happieſt, richeſt, and greateſt People that ever 


were upon this Globe. In fine, this is that 


Science; by ſtudying which we might ſoon be- 


come happy; and ee which Men ſhall 


never be ſo; all other Things, if tried for ever, 
ſhall for ever be in vain. A little Adyance- 
ment in this noble Science would convince us; 

that at the Hour of Birth we were all perfectly 
pure in our Minds, perfectly free . all Sin, 
and for this plain Reaſon, becauſe we were 
then ablolutely incapable of ſinning. We had 
no Ideas, upon which any Volition of a 


moral Kind could depend. This Ecoptineſs of 


Mind, and the 1 Weakneſs and In- 


ability of our Bodies, rendered us altogether in- 


capable of 15 5 The _ her good or: 


vo lz þ 43 4 Ace 14 15 k ! wh $1 


oy L 3 ville meet — 5 no e Obs 
jection than, what” ariſes from an old and-very 
Ill grounded Diſtinction, which has been — 
between actual and original Sin,. Ho little 
ion is Warranted by; Truth and Rea- 
ſon, Will quickly appear, upon defining what 


din 1 18. Sim is, the omitting ſomething hich 


ought;to. have been done, or doing ſomething 


Which ought not to have been done; neither 
\ 91 Which can be * to * for the 


Rn 


of ion, 


moſt odious Notion, with all the Contempt 
is due to a Thing which has no other Mean- 


of one of his beſt and moſt ſacred Attributes, 
unleſs it be to make us look as if we were in- 
. — mad wield nene and A 


_— 7 


"i an 
Reaſons above given. And as this is Sin RY 
it is the Sin of him. that doth it, and nobody's 
elſe. To ſuppoſe the contrary, is to confound 
the Indi viduality of Men, tis at leaſt jo 
the Innocent with the Guilty; 2 
-Righteous and the Wicked, —— in Sin. 
Now what can be more blaſphemous againſt 
God, or more cruel and barbarous to the Chili 
dren of Men, than to think God Almighty will 
impute the Sin of an adult or grown Perſon, 
either Man or Woman, to a new=born\Babe and 
innocent Suckling ? - What monſtrous and de- 
teſtable Wretches muſt we bey to harbour 
ſuch a Thought in our Hearts, after the 
many Aſſurances we have had, that God is 
good, and that he will reward every Man ac- 


cording to his Works: Let us therefore deliver 
up this vile and ungodly; this inhuman ànd 
that 


ing in it, but to rob a good and gracious God 


; Maa wangh dhe Justice and Goodneß of | 
God might always be eſteemed a :ſificrent 
Security to us, that we ſhall never anſwer for 
the Sins of any of our Forefathers; when we 
come to be called to a ſtrict Account for our 
own. I fear, if God ſhould judge us without 
any 4 n all find r. nn for 
| 8 2 wy, 7 85 Pran by, 9.37 un 


5 2001 
| wr ara fprcticns, ter Burden a 
*ve-ſhoultirbe able; e W l. 


e de tlonfyider thoſe Res- 
— but: many others, be convinced that Sin 


| to Srotept or Example) cannot de- 
ſcend from Father to Son, and yet neverthe- 
leſs may think, there is ſomething very bad in 
our Nature, hich has been handed down from 
Parents to their Children (previous to Precept 
or Example)\from the Bepinaloy: of our Species 
every Generation down to this Day. 
Tbis ſeems naturally to bring the Fall of Adam 
in my Way, which many of you know has 
for a long Time been a Subject of Debate; on 

n I ſhall make a few A 


for the Origin of 


| Tuxxz is no AC 
our: without ſuppaſing one Man and 
one Woman at leaſt, who did not come into 
the World according to wore preſent Manner of 
Production, which we call Generation. — 
Su on agrees very well with the 

—— oh mai Hiſtory. -- I ſhall take 
it it fbr granted, — this Man and Woman were 
made, as all the Works of God were, good in 
their Kind. By goad J only mean, that they 
were made what they mould be, for I can ſee 
eee, to call them good in any other Senſe! 
ere made fit to bring forth the Fruits oi 
— had not yet done it; the doing 
or not doing of which is what properly denormũ- 
— 2 3 


7 


This 1 think 4s a Truth 1 in which 1 we genera 
agree; I with, we were as well. Bern w 
the Law of God is. Our peculiar Duties no\ 
are ſo multiplied by particular Circurnſtane 
„ and Relations, that it ſeems amo 
Hain that every. Obligation we are woe 
ſhould be fer down in a Book. But in as mu 
as the Condition of our firſt Ing Was NS. V0 
different from ours, it may not be 
from a d 


inquire, how far we can learn 
Hiſtory what Laws they wege under. 


Tux only Law there mentioned (beides Be 
fruiefud and # muliph, Repleniſh the Earth and 
it, the Meaning of which is generally 


etty well underſtood) conſiſted only « Sf a Prop 
ibition not to taſte. of the Fruit pf a certain 


Tree, which ſtood in the midſt of the Garden 
in which we are told they egy this 7 


WG 


4ain Tree, 0 which 
But if awe ungerſtand it fignratiy — 
Evil, we then make the Prœhibition mgre g= 
neral, yet cannot even then ſuppoſe it ä 
contain the whole Law of God. concerning 
them; hecauſe many Lhingghich it was cher 
Duty to do, were not included in this Len- 8 
E mia 
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: mand, if Ref ir that Senſe. T ſhall not than 


fore eſteem this ſingle Precept as the whole 
Law of God to them; or think their Obedi- 
ence thereunto would have been, by :t/elf, a 
rfect Performance of their Duty to him. I 
all only ſuppoſe, that what was commanded, 
and what was the Subſtance and true Meaning 
of this Prohibition, was a Thing of ſo great 
Conſequence,” that their Diſobedience thereof 
would make them miſerable, or be their Ruin. 
This I dare ſay will be granted to be perfectly a- 
greeable to the Text; but the Difficulty is to find 
out, what was particularly intended by this Prohi- 
bition, and howtheBreach ofitcouldbetheirRu- 
In. 'Tis pretty well known there has been a Mul- 
titude of different Opinions and Conjectures, 
th literal and figurative, about this Tree, and 
the Death they died, by eating of the Fruit 
thereof; but as I do not intend to weary out your 
Patience, I ſhall not trouble you with any 
'body's Whimſcys about theſe Things, beſides 


| $9 own. 


TrnERE "MN to me do ey ſo proper to 
nd out the true Meaning of this Precept, as 
an Examination into that Death, which it was 
declared they ſhould die, if they diſobeyed the 
Command of God. If we can find * what 
was meant by the Word Death (which you 
know was the Effet) perhaps we may alſo 
find out what was meant. by the Tree of 
" Knowledge of Good and Evil (er os was the 
"Gn | 

. Lear 


* 
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7 SHALL not trouble you des rae. 7 
Meanings of the Word Bach, .or thie differenz 
Manners in which it has been uſed, any fur 
ther than to tell you, that I have obſerved it ig 
be uſed in two Senſes; firſt, forthe End or Period _ 
of Life in this World; ſecondly, for an ill Stats 
of Mind: and 1 believe the latter is the true 
Meaning of- the Word, with regard o thy 
Text Iam endeavouring roexplain, The fats. 4 
mer ſeems” not only directiy contrary, ta h 
Text itſelf (which ſays, In the Day ze t 
thereof ye ſhall ſurely die) but ſeems wh 'h dit 
rectly oppoſite to 2 quite unphiloſophi- 
cal, and perfectly inconſiſtent with every thi 
that looks like good Senſe;-the; latter looks o 
| le to human Nature, that. it ſeems: the 
only Way in which they could leſe their Ing 
nocence, or fall from their happy Conditiog. 
To ceaſe to be a good Man, and become haf 
one, is falling, and all that an Mag gan v gar 
ſonably think is meant by the Fall of 
This is Fall enough, God knows, and we: 
think ſo too, if we conſider what a charm- 


0 ing, noble Creature, a good Man is; how dif- 
as ferent from, and how much above a had onę. 
as There never was a good Man ot go Woman, 
le without a good State of Mind. Neither Was 
at there ever a bad Man or Woman, without an 
du ill State of Mind. Now if the; Fall of Adr. 
ſo and Eve conſiſted ſ as Icontend it did) in ceaſe - 
of ing to be a good Man and good. Woman, and be- 
the coming a bad Man and bad Woman; tis plain 


* _— * to my State of Mind. gt 
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- in State of Mind! is, and how they might 
eome' by it; I ſhall now endeavour to ſhew 
whereby 1 ri to diſcover the true Mean 
ifg of what was called the Tree of OP 
15 Gin: and Evil, 


Taz State of! nbi: Mind ſcems ab- 
Blutely to depend upon his Stock of Ideas, 
and 55 Order they are in; he that has ſuch a 


Steck of Ideas, as are neceſſary to determine 


him to the Practice of thoſe Things which are 
his Duty, has a gu State off Ming. The Mind 
of every Man, that is void of ſuch Ideas as are 
heceſſary to determine him to the Practice of 
thoſe Things which are his Duty, is in an ill 
State, let Bis Stock of all other Ideas be ever 
o great; for how can thoſe Ideas which are not 


in the Mind determine it. This is the plain 


eafon, - why Men in this Condition cannot 
4 ſubject to the Law of God: Not that ſuch 


155 want Faculties to collect a proper Stock 


Ideas; but the true Reaſon will be found, 
pon Examination, to be, that their Minds 

Nes been taken up with ſuch Things, their 
Faculu ties have been employed among ſuch Ob- 
as could not furniſh them with thoſe 
Wass but by ſtrolling among beggarly, inſig- 
Mificant, or eser Objects, have filled their 
Minds with Rubbiſh, I don't know whether 
ou will allow this to be good Philoſophy or 
3, but I hope you will grant it is agreeable 
40 (i if not an Illuſtiation of) thoſe Declarations 


Wen aſſore us, TI tat to be carnally OP, 


{« 29 } 5 5 
«js Det bite Sr g ea eden 
i and Peace z the- carnal 
te againſt Gods: for. it is not ſulyebt.to the B 
Fe tn ueither indeed can lie,” eic L dub 
i toi oe bits © 
Hen ING. ſaid thus much of a all gute of 
Mind, and which Way: it is acquired, I hope 
it begins to appear pretty plain; whati the tru 
leaning of the Tree , Knowlidge of B, arid 
vi is, and why it was forbidqene If in therdon 
of Good and Evil. we ſubſtitute all Things r all 
Kinds of Objects (which I believe is the Senſe of 
thoſe Words) the Darkneſs of the Text ſems 
immediately to vaniſh, andthe . 
then appears plain and the gubſtände ef it in 
other Words will ſtand thus, Yie!ſhall not ſuf. 
fer your Minds to ramble” in àn 
Manner, among all Objects in in general, _ 
thanking to know all Things; for if | 
ſhall or will have an ill State of MI There 
was no great Likel; d, indeed it dees net 
ſeem poffible, that the Minds of this feſt Pair 
ſhould be filled with ſueh Lumber and: u 
biſh, as is the common Furnitute of bur Minds 
now: But he that made them REẽ, a;, that 
there was a Poflibility of their „Joſihg tlidir 
Happineſs by a Miſapplicatien of — 
ties, even in a Paradiſe, He'knewithty 
fix their Attention too much — 4 
— and forget r God ad 
only true Happineſs. e Knew] res 
grope in the Earth, till they wete pry a | 
1 or Podieion of the _ 


„I K 


Mind is at Ebi 


1951 
E = fe Mies the Body might be too much re- 
gearded, and the Soul, the more noble Part, be 


neglected and ruined, He knew there were 
it | many Things which they could never knew, 
— | and ſome which it did not concern them to 
6 know; and therefore he that knew what was 
F beſt! for them, gave them the forementioned 
Prohibition. Happy had it been for this Pair, if 
IM! this Precept had been properly regarded; but. they 
| it ſeems diſobeyed it, and the Conſequence 
of it WER told was, hey loft _ ogy meer 
— Lt 
Tuvs 1 have: deset bie a ted 
and plain Account of the Fall of Adam, which 
T believe is the only rational Account that can be 
given of it. I ſhall now conſider a little its Con- 
—— and Effects upon us his Poſterity, and 
ſhew how little Reaſon there has been for all the 
Clamour that has been made about Original Sin, 
or, if you pleaſe, an Original Corruption of 
Mind; which is ſuppoſed to deſcend from Pa- 
rents to their Children (previous to Precept or 
Example) as the Conſequence of the Fall of 
Adam. Nothing but Sin, and that which is the 
Cauſe of din, can poſſibly defle the Mind; both 
of which, every Child born into the World ! is 
ectly free from: Which incapacity of Sin- 
ing, as I obſerved before, is owing to the Emp- | 
tineſs of their Minds, and the Weakneſs of their 
Bodies. They cannot have a Volition, becauſe 
they have no Ideas. They cannot act any thing 
that is Evil, becauſe they have not the phyſical 
Power of Lan Evil Ideas . only Seed of 
94 | Sin. 


e 


I, 


＋ 8 


is 


131 
Sm. By evil Ideas I mean ſuch Ideas as deter 
mine to that which is Evil. Theſe (previous to 


Precept or Example) cannot deſcent. from Fa- 
ther to Son. Tis therefore evident that neither 


Sin, nor that which is the Cauſe of Sin, nor any 
thing that defiles the Mind, can be derived 

to the Child from the Parent. Now allowing 
Adam to be the greateſt Sinner that ever inha- 
bited the Earth, and that we were all in his 
Loins (neither of which I believe is true) yet, 
for the Reaſons above given, he could not con- 
taminate our M 52 other m than ny 


-COMINON... 


SELF-LOVE, Or a i Deſire of Happi- 
neſs, ſeems to me to be the only Principle we 
bring into the World with us. This powerful 


Principle was, without doubt, originally im- 


planted in our Nature, by our Maker, and 
could not be the Conſequence of the Fall; for 
it conſtantly attends every Man, let the Cn. 

tion of his Mind be what it will The very 


Appetitesof Senſe and bodily ii e are _ | 


Evils, but are every one of them appointed to 
a good End; they only require Regulating, 
-which'is the proper Bufineſs: of the Mind. In 
ſhort, there ſeems to be nothing amiſs in our 
Minds, until we acquire it by ill Example, Pre- 
cept, or a m em er own A 
8 ties. 5 . 


Lax us A humbly — the 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God, which is ſo 
bas evident 


/ 


[32] 

evident andi ſd manifeſt inthe Frame and Con- 
ſtitution af aur Nature. What could infinite 
Gaodnels do more, for ſuch free Beings as we 
really are, than fo to contrive the Mind of 
every * Child born into the World, as to be fit 
to make a good Man, or good Woman; which 
is all that he ever required of Mankind, and 
all that is neceſſary to our own Happineks. 
Permit me, therefore, to ſay to the Honour of 
Him that made us, that his Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs has ſecured us from deriving any 
Evil or Corruption of Mind, from any Man 
or Woman that ever lived, previous to Pre- 
cept and Example. 


— 


I wiſh there could be no more Evil juſt 
charged to the Account of Precept and Ex- 
ample, than to an original Corruption of 
Mind: but I think —— is abundance more. 
Parents are Examples, after which their own 
Children are very apt to copy; and in as much 
as Parents are generally married, I ſhall here 


take the Liberty to lay ſomething — 
that State a Life. F 


A ous .and Aae Cohabitation 
of Men and Women would be attended with 
o many Evils and Inconveniences, that there 
ſeems. to be an abſolute Neceſſity for particular 

Men and Women to ſingle out each other, to 
unite in Pairs, and form themſelves into Cou- 


Even in a perfect and complete State of 


N N (in which we — _ 
an 


g 1 Ob „„ 
N 70 


and Women to be whe ey hon 1060 wa: 
much ſeems In a cotrupt, d. 3 
honeſt, inconſtant, and rotten- hearted World,. 3 
| Coupling with a mere Dec aratior that 5 = | 
omn thaaſches to belong ta each other, — 
deſire to be ſo eſteemed by their Fellows” - 
creatures, is not ſufficient. | Tien cinnk : SE 5 3 
of bad Minds muſt be bound together by pe <0 
Laws. Good Men and good Women; indeed, - _” 3 
do not ſo much need them but as we Kn 
not who are good, or who are not ſo, all H¹,ẽjꝰ 
ſubmit wiki: Laws as the Degenerey f 
World has made neceſſary. The Contracts 
generally made for Life, becauſe it ſeems:hafi 
to fix upon a ſhorter Time attended with fewer 
Inconveniences. For a Man and a Woman tio 
chooſe each other, ſeeins: agreæable to Nature. PII 
To enter into Partnerſhip” for Life, Win 
Hearts in good Order, is no dia Thing a 
think on. But to be bound together: for Die 
by Law with degenerate Minds, fit fox nothing 
but to plague and torment each other; i -_ -- 
Thing one cannot think of without Horror - 
Under ill Circumſtances of Mind, the Mies 
of a married Life are ſo many and: ſo dreadful, 7 
that ſure, I think, Mankind would never have 
ſubmitted to ſuch, a Bondage, had they nat 7 
been convinced that without it the SR” 
| would be utterly ruined and undone: Which, 5 
by the Way, may ſerve to'fix-our Characters, 5 
— and ſhew what Eſteem is due to us, When Wwe 
f dare to break ſuch Laws, and live in Violation 
| of ſuch a Scheme. I Iu „ * 
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ot Chania For any that may fill into Evil, 


Mirough/Tnadvertehcy and Strength of Te 
tation; but tliere is no Excuſe:to be made 

the deliberate Wickedneſs of thoſe who 100 
to be vicious,” I cannot think we are any 
of us qualifies for a married Life without a very 
mice, perfect, and complete State of Mind. 
There are ſome” Things of ſo ſublime and re- 
Kell a Nature, eſſential to the Perfection of 
this State, that we are by no Means fit for it, 


without the very beſt of Hearts; For after all 
the romantic Nonſenfe-we'have heard and ſeen 
about a fictitious Venus, and Cupid, we find 
Love is a real Thing: Tis compounded of 
natural Inclination and true Friendſhip, Black 
Eyes, cherry Cheeks, a clear Skin, and fine 
Shape, 


may dttract our nelinations, but Friend- 
is, peculiar to fine Minds, and 15 no where 
to be ound but in beautiful In. des; Tlie for- 
met cannot move us beyond the narrow Limits 
of Self. love, but the latter enlarges our Hearts, 
and conſtantly prompts us to promote, propa- 
gate, and increaſe” the Hoppinch and likes 
of each other. This therefore is the moſt 
Noble, and what I think may be properly 
called, the Spiritual — apron; Which 
the faperior Joys, and moſt refmed Polelties 

of wmaried Life, erer 5 F 


254 Quall' ot wronbleyou with a kay: and 0 
Story about the different Degrees of Friend{kip 
twhich ought to ſubſiſt among common Com- 
8 and W or endeavour hy 

that 


quaintance, ——— onfederaey; 
But this I muſt ſay, Ithinkthe Mam and Wag 
who enter into this for Liſe, and ages 
to go halves in the Joys and: rr era this 
World, ought to be the beſt of Friends to eatly 
ather,./ The Comforts and Ad. es of a 
well- "Sr" ſtrict, and firm Friendihip have: 
bean often mentioned by of che wife 
and greateſt of Men, as ond of tlie 
Enjoyments we are. capable bf in- this ifs 3 
Though none can duly reliſh it, but thoſe who 
are of ills _ __ and delicate Te 4 
res j 33325. o02.a0q0:; A πι j, 
> wail 4 Sed e eee ile 8 
18; UA 420 k-apitch of Felicity which h 
Fr ever did or. ſhall Tee Leyla 
fine State of Mind. And here I beg leave 
remark, that Per ſection of Mind dds not 
gether; conſiſt. in an extraordinary — | 
Quickneſs of Faculties but natural an 
a good Callection and Order gf 
of the 


muſt remember, tht out of the: — | 
Heart he Mouth ſpealeth; and that the Ideas in 

our Minds are the Cauſe of all τ d, If ever 
we propoſe to gurſclyes all the Felieit y on? 

Beneficent Maker has pl. ef, a 
graciouſiy intended us in the State"6f Mari) 
age, we muſt take particular Oure td wellock ant 
aſſemible in dur. as much ac 
every Idea and — — n# 
Tendeacy ce, 4 Due wude 
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| aft Temper ; for this great and: 


Had etery Couple 


; S's ny here again, 
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ory 


becauſe this State, above all — _—_— 1 
peeuliar Saftneſs and Elegance of Heart 
that has entered into this 
State been, well prepared for it, as above, it 
would have bern held in the his gheſt Eſteem; z; 
hat for Want of ſuch a — it is fallen 
into the utmoſt. Contempt Tis certain a- 


Wong that multitude of Misfortunes and Af. 


ions we upon ourſelves, through the 
i- State f Our vo" the Loſs of 5 8 
Felicity is none af tho leaf. 4 2% Eſt x 


1 cannot ber inſiſt very 
ſtrenuouſly, upon the abſolute Neceſſity there 
is for all Parents to have a fine State of Mind. 

Lave: already Gbſerved, that God Almighty, 
our merciful Maker, in his great Wiſd 05 

and Goodneſs; has 0 a the Mind of 
every Child born into this World, as to be fit to 

make a good Man, or Woman; and 
moreover, that this is all that is neceſſary to 
their oyn Happineſs, and all that he ever re- 
quired of Mankind. This Wiſdom and Good- 


g nels. in our Maker, thus to prepare us all for 


Virtue and Happineſs, I think can never be 
—— by us. He that does not 
hehold this Wiſdom, muſt have a very mean 
Underſtanding; and hie that does perceive it, 
and will not acknowledge it, muſt be the moſt 

ungrateful, and moſt; unwortby of all Eeings. 
If nr we wguld examine humat Nature, or, if 


* ki Hur. eee 


* 


NG 721 


the 
Mind, "a Contemplation” of . which; would 


clear: our Heads of all our 


Language of all our Cant, about * = 
and in the room of that R 


into our — — | 


to Him, who has ſo Wiſely made us. 44 b. ¹ 


(01481969) renne 


Nov if wewiltbuild;-like-yeafondble'Creaz 


tures, upon this noble Foundation the Lord 


our God has laid, we muſt conſider the Force 
of Example, and the Power of P over the 
Minds of Children; and then we ſhall 
come to this Conclufion, that none hut 


beer i 


Jargon 1 andoour> 


Tb 
10 
33 


of Men and Women are fit to be Fathdivind! 


Mothers The Infant Mind is like the tender 

Twig, N is bent 

ide Treais n 1 0 111511ʃ1 32 1 br 

24407-12330. d e 14 

Wr Floats very well. (or elle we know _ 

thing of ourſelves ved) that our Minds are 2 
to many Diſeaſes, as well as oufꝭ Boe; dn 


that there are no Diſeaſes more Epidemical | 


than thoſe of the Heart Now that wich 
God Almighty has made a Blank} tis 
the Buſineſs of every Parent to fl up (er cauſe 


to be filled) in ſuch a Manner, as, wat ear 


Child may have à fine State of Mind, and 


thereby become a good Mun or good Woman. 
There is no ſuch Thing a8 — Men 
or good Women, without. 4 daState of 


Mind tis impoſſible. If we ſiould 
now make a full Stop, and every one of us er-. 
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CEO a Rs us fink 
our-own; Hearts in ſuch . Condition as to on- > 
vange us, that we are fit for hardly any thing 
but to ruin Poſterity, and make the next Ge 
neratiom as miſerablei as ourſelves. It muſt be 
owned this. ia a diſmal Expreſſion, but it is a 
diſmal Truth, — One Generation has often in 
pr been the Ruin of another; and, in all 
bility, wer ſhall contribute to the Ruin of 
the next;ixveertainly ſhall;if we do not mend. 
There is hardlyi any — twhich one Ge- 
neration las contributed more to the Ruin of 
auather, than in that Care they have taken to 
teach them their particular Modes of Faith, and 
peculiar:Tenets of Religion; for-by this Means 
they have divide them into gects and Parties, 
-and filled them ſo full of Zeal for their own, 
Party, as has often robbed them of all Hu- 
manity, aud has made thoſe who have been de- 
rmominated: Saintꝭ f unworthy to be called Men. 
Inſtead of Jſowing the Scede of Humanity, 
Pity and — hg in the Minds of their 
Children; Parciits, and the common Scedſinem af; 
#213 Mori have ſown in their Hearts ſuch 
Things as have made them more ſavage, and 
mare batbarous, than the fierceſt Tyger or Hy- 
na in thie Deſart. E ſincerely believe God Als 
mighty, int all his infwite * and Dos 
midions, ever ibeheld any one Thing more dea 
deſtahle an this Pight, = a World of Zealots 
dige civided- into Parties, Pues and 
* e 20 200 ee Enn 00; Ita Pe Heeuting; 
Sacra | = 


Faith, which will not bear | ; 
neſs of 7 | 
all Tenderneſs and Pity than the hardeſt Nature 
—_— _— 4 
numan Nature, equal to Degree 
Acliotiſm. At does Hot Fuit! — 
ſent to ptove theſe 
1 here deen how ase the Quali 
fuch a Faith; Temper, and d 1 
Have mentioned, a 
ters of the vileſt Mon ſters upon record; hut 
deſire it may be. well conſidered in the firſt Plate 
1 it is the beſt Way to fill dhe Heads 
our Succeſſors with ſuch Creeds 5 will ſet them 
ther by the Ears, and make thenvcatry on 
ah old Trade of —— ar — * 
ing of Souls; or, inſtead of gur varie 
Modes of Faith, only to endeavour to give 
them right Apprehenſions of Gad, teach theth 
thoroughly'to xnow themſelves; and to love one 
another. If we purſue the former, we ſhall 
ruin them in this World, by ſetting them 190 
quarrelling about that which-is-16 dome; but 
if we perform the latter, cher mill are! 10 
— — Niddles to quarrel about. Y 
ma e peaceably and l 46p6ther 
—— Eck, and 7 be Ko of 
the Preferment and Acceptance of ther Makes; 
than if — a great Furt of their 
4011 Time 


remember the Bleſſings 
— — and the abſolute 
Power he has over them, and they will cer- 


| henfions of God. Piety and Devotion natu- 


igior ben wil eie apon ether Hie 
2 "Pea, or be liable to any ef 
thoſe Difficulties and Perplexities which com- 


monly attend all the Modes of Faith in faſhion 


among us. They will be able to deduce their 


Duty Gena ſhort and eaſy Manner from 


his Being and Attributes, and the W - 
they are under to him. Let them but often 
they receive from him, 


tainly reverence Him, whom they Fl then con- 
ſider not only as their Jodge/wid their King, 
but alſo as their an F. mant "ing MR 
Soon F — | 8 


or Was a Fool ;ndeed, wha 8 a5 0 
his Heart, here is no God, He muſt be a diſ- 
mal Delinquent ſurely, that can hope there is 
no righteous and good Being to govern the World. 


He maſt be the worſt Being who can hate the 


beft; and he that does not truly love the God 
that made him, muſt be a poor, unconiforteble, 
unhappy,” or ungrateful Wretch. Thankſ- 
givings and Praiſes naturally ariſe in the-Heart 
of a good Man, who has true and right Appre- 


rally flow from a Contemplation of the Good- 
— and Greatneſs of the Almighty, Immuta- 


ble, and Eternal Being. Right Notions of God, 
as lar eee e 1 the 8 
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IM mire ſoche in che Hieſſer of ally the __ 
Judge of all, and the Rewarder of alt; and 
therefore onemight naturally join in un 
i Duties as are common to all. If we any tdught = 
tem right Apprehenſions of God, to Know 
thermſelves, and to love one another, 5 
might then be fret from all gur Diflentions 
| about external Revelations: They would not 
then divide themſelves into Parties, and 75 
into Sects; and; fall out and fight and mutder ons 
another about the Truth or Meaning of any 
of them. Out of five hundred different Modes 
of Faith, we muſt all allow that Mur hundred 
Ee and ninety-nine are erroneous. He thatftands'the- 
'|* Chance of Education, has a very poor Chancs 
for Truth; and he that ſets down ſeriouſly ta 
examine all the different Opinions of Men, 
and the Reaſons of their ſeveral Ways, of be- 
— , ſhall never want for Trouble and Per- 
Without Enquiry a Man believes he 
a. 5 not why, and after the moſt impartial 
Examination he knows not what to believe; 
be that is ignorant is generally poſitive, and 
he that is poſitive, and in the Wrong, appears. 
very contemptible in the View of him who 
knows better; and he whoſe Examination ends 
„ Doubtfulneſs and Uncertainty, is generally 
5 ſuſpected, of Impiety, Thus Belloverss and Unbe. 
hevers look upon each other; not to mention the 
oy tet hole Wha believe NIN AYE OO 
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4 Are t well, live in what Cline 1 
_ nder what Zone you will: May the Almig} 3 
de pour Ftiend; as he derten will it you pra 
' 4 Fg ns 7 ee 7 | due Exerciſe an d A 5 
5 _ plication of your Faculties: M His Ble If 
| | upon and be o "lf 


1 3 yn that all may * 
dete Wich and warm Deſir 
| .# hope always will be, for J alk na enger 
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